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From the Vicar’s desk
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
In August, the church remembers its Reformation. The Reformation of the Mar 
Thoma Church was a time of restoration and renewal for the church. The early 
Reformers, like Abraham Malpan, intended that the church allow the scripture 
to dictate the life and practices of the church. With the help and influence of 
the CMS missionaries, the Bible was finally being translated from Syriac to 
Malayalam. This availability of the Bible in the spoken language of the people 

sparked a renewal in the life of the church. Till then, the Qurbana Service was conducted in Syriac 
and the exposition of the Bible was minimal or often no at all. Through the church’s reformation, 
a focus on worshiping in the native language, study of the Bible, removal of non-biblical practices, 
and evangelism became the hallmarks of the church. As beneficial as this transformation was; it 
not an easy one however. Those within the church who sided with the reformers were expelled 
and lost everything. They trusted in God and continued worshiping together where they could. 
They soon were known as the Malankara Mar Thoma Syrian Church.

Today, from those humble and tumultuous beginnings, the Mar Thoma Church continues to be 
known as a reforming church. This implies that the church is not perfect and is always in need of 
sanctification and renewal. Let us spend some time asking ourselves if our worship and spiritual 
life is genuine and fruitful. It should not devolve into rituals or traditionalism. Our aim in every 
generation should be to make Christ visible in our lives and known to the world around us. May 
we together strive towards that goal.

in His service,
Rev. Larry Varghese
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August newsletter 2018

Secretary’s Note

Dear All,

Summer vacation is almost over and schools are about to re-open.  As we reflect 
on our plans, our accomplishments, our failures, our joys, our sorrows that were 
part of the first half of 2018, we also live with the hope of a much better second 
half of the year. 

As Christians we know that our hope lies in the Grace of our Lord.

Let us also look back at the activities of our Parish in the first six months and thank 
our Lord and Savior for his blessings on our Parish. Let us keep our Parish and our 
sister Parishes in our prayers. Let us keep San Francisco church and their new 
Vicar, Rev. Dennis Abraham in our prayers.

We celebrated Graduation Day in July. I would like to congratulate all the 
graduates this year and our Youth organization for planning the Graduation Day 
presentation. 

We will have our Student Dedication in August as our children start another 
school year. We will also have our annual church picnic giving us the opportunity 
for fun, fellowship and of course, Barbecue!

Thanks & Regards,
Linesh John
Secretary
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Day Name

7  Manoj Mathew and Rekha Mathew 

10  Paul Parayil and Catherine Parayil 

17  John Eapen and Suni Eapen 

20  Vinod Baby and Lovely Marvel 

25  Jacob Kurian and Kavita Kurian 

25  Roshan Thomas and Shiela Thomas 

29  Shaun Peter and Mareeta Mathai 

30  John Geevarghese and Anju Geevarghese 

Day Name

3  Beena Jobin 

4  Madathilparampil Ninan 

5  Shiela Thomas 

5  Don Samji 

5  Malaika Koshy 

7  Shibu Thomas 

8  Lovely Marvel 

11  Zachariah Cherian 

11  Mathew Varghese 

12  Karen Koleth 

13  Koshy Abraham 

13  Sally Joseph 

Day Name

13  Neakail David 

17  Jacob Thomas 

20  Binu Thomas 

20  Manju Abraham 

21  Joanna Abraham 

22  Joel Vinod 

22  Shibu Thomas 

24  Riya Zachariah 

25  Sharon Mathew 

28  Nikiya Parayil 

30  Jeena Mathai 

Date                    Title                                                                 Lessons                    Epistle-Gospel

Dan. 1:1-21
1 John 3:1-12

Rom. 12:19-21
St.Mat. 5:38-41

08/01/2018
C.H. 231

Beginning of Fifteen Day’s Lent

Isa. 6:1-8
Acts.9:10-18

2 Cor. 11:16-31
St.Luke. 10:1-12

08/05/2018
C.H. 306

Mission: Participation in the Divine 
Pain -Mission Sunday (11th 
Sunday after Pentecost)

Exo. 24:12-18
Heb. 12:18-29

2 Pet. 1:16-25
St.Luke. 9:28-36

08/06/2018
C.H. 48

The Feast of Transfiguration: The 
Glorification of our Lord

Gen. 1:24-31
Acts. 15:1-11

Gal. 5:1-6
St.Luke. 6:20-26

08/12/2018
C.H. 275

Identify the Goodness in Creation 
(12th Sunday after the Pentecost)

Gen. 11:1-9
2 Tim. 2:14-26

Gal. 5:1-6
St.Mat. 5:38-48

End of the Fifteen Days Lent Indian 
Independence Day -Communal 
Harmony

2 King. 23:1-6
Rev. 3:14-22

Acts. 2:43-47
St.Mat 13:33-35

08/19/2018
CH. 201

The Church: Reformed and 
Reforming: Reformation Sunday 
(13th Sunday after the Pentecost)

08/15/2018
C.H. 425 
CH. 275

Gen. 7:11-24
Rom. 6:1-14

1 Pet. 3:17-22
St.John. 12:20-26

Baptism: Dying and Rising with 
Christ (14th Sunday after the 
Pentecost)

08/26/2018
C.H. 408

Dear All,

As you all know Kerala is going 
through its worst monsoon season in 
probably a century. A lot of us have 
been personally impacted as well, with 
families in Kerala. Please keep all the 
people affected by the floods, pray for 
their safety and also for the safety of all 
the brave folks out there trying to 
rescue people in dangerous weather 
conditions.

If you would like to contribute towards 
flood relief work:

1) you can either send money directly 
to the Sabha Secretary, Mar Thoma 
Public Charitable Trust, C/o Mar 
Thoma Sabha Office, Thiruvilla, 
Kerala, India, 689101

OR

2) Give your donations to our Trustees 
and we will route the money through 

the North American Diocese to the Sabha Office from where it will be channeled towards 
flood relief work.

We will be sending the Offertory from this Sunday, Aug 19th and any donations received 
by this Sunday to our Diocese.

Please continue to keep this in your prayers.

Thanks and Regards
Linesh John
Secretary MTCSV

Help for Kerala


